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Te are the Salt of the Earth; but if the Salt have 

8 _ {oft his Sauour, wherewith ſhall it be ſalted ? 
e ts thenceforth good for nothing but to be (caſt 
3 . out, and to be troden under Foot of Men. © 
FFs have any juſt Sent 

—_— of the Chriſtian Religion, muſt 


rern 


eee wn it to be che moſt 
SE, nan | \\ excellent, and the moſt worthy 
Sl RE. | of. God; both in its Nature 
„„ 
lbs o pure and peaceable, its 
eccepts are ſo heavenly and 
8 — divine, the Patterns it ſets be- 
„wum wens zie ſo noble, the Mo 
tives it propoſes to us, and the Encouragements it offers 

us are ſo powerful, that there can be nothing mofe Cer- 
. 3 rain than that it came from Heaven, and is defined to 
(lead us thither. It may therefore be juſtly ex pee ch dag 
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they who profeſs a Religion 8 holy and excellent, ſhould 
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Earth, &c. EYE 

Theſe Words are a Part of our Lorg's Divipe Son 

on the Mount, which contains a Summary of the Self- 

denying Doctrine of the Goſpel, and a ſhort Directory 

for a Chriſtian Life. In the Verſes going before my 

Text, we have the Characters of thoſe whom our Lord 

| pronounces truly Bleſſed. And in theſe we may plainly 

| ſee how far the Men of the World are miſtaken in the 

| Þ Notions they have of true Happineſs. | They reckon 
ET none happy, but ſuch as abound in Wealth, and ſpend 
| | their Days in worldly Mirth and Pleaſure.” They bleſs 
. the Covetous, and account it a noble Thing to reſent 
j Injuries, and avenge themſelves on thoſe they take to be 
| i their Enemies, They ſhrink at the very Thought of the 

| Croſs, and can by no means endure to ſuffer any thing 
that is uneaſy to Fleſh and Blood. But our Saviour 
gives us quite other Meaſures of true Happineſs. He bleſ- 
ſes the Poor in Spirit, and thoſe that mourn, the meek, 
and thoſe that hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, the 
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« merciful and pure in Heart, the Peace makers, arid. ſuch 
as are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs Sake, inviting them 
.- #0 rejoice. and be exceeding. glad in the Proſpect ot that 
great Reward that is prepared for them {in Heaven. 


- Theſe-are the Maxims which our Bleſſed Lord inſtills 


into the Minds of his Diſciples. It is upon this Model 
- that he forms the firſt Preachers of his: Goſpel. 'This is 


the Salt wherewith he ſeaſons them, in order to their be- 
ing fitted and prepared to ſeaſon others; and in the 


Text he gives them an awful Caution to beware of loſing 
q - the Savour of it. Te are the Salt of the Earth (lays he) 


but if the Salt hath loft its Savour, &C. 


Wa may underſtand theſe Words as ſpoke to the 


Diſciples of Chriſt in general, that is, to all the Pro- 


feſſors of Chriſtianity. For indeed every one that nameth 
the Name of 


7 eught by a ſavoury Converſation, 
iy 


and an exemplary Holineſs of Lite, to be as the Salt of 


j the Earth, to ſeaſon a corrupt World, and to check the 


Impiety of the Profanc. And it is a lamentable Thing 


4 when this Salt loſes its Savour, when the Profeſſors of 
>: Chriſtianiry abandon the Spirit and the Practice of it, 
when they retain only the Form, but deny the Power of 


Godlineſs. Such falſe Chriſtians ſhall be diſowned by 


our Lord, and rejected with Diſdain. He will fay to 


them in the great Day, I never knew you, depart from 


me ye that work Iniquity (a). For unſavoury Salt is 
good for 2 but to be caft out, and to be troden under 
4 t concerns all of us to lay this {crioully 
to Heart ere it be too late. E 


oot of. Men. 
B v r. though theſe Words may be very fly applied 


to all Chriſtians, yet no Doubt they are more peculiarly 
applicable to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, who are the 
Teachers and Guides of others. And in this View I 
am now to conſider them, as being addreſſed by our 
Bleſſed Saviour in a more particular Manner to his 
| Z Apoſtles, and in them to all their Succeſſors in Se 
5 | . | | 0 y 


(a) Matth. 7. 3. 


P DIES 
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© 62.) 
| Miniſtry, even to the: End of the World. Te (ſays 


7 by are the dalt of the Earth, &c. 


IN which Words there are three Things chat a 
ally offer themſelves to our Conſideration: | r. The 


Character of good and faithful Paſtors. They are 
the Salt of the; Earth. 2. The oppoſite Character of un- 


worthy and unfaithful» Miniſters. They are as Salt that 


has Joſt its Savory. .'3. Their dreadful Doom. the 
Salt hae leſt its Sauour, wherewith ſhall it. be ſaltedꝰ 
t is thenceforth good: fur uot hing, hut to be caſt out, &c. 
Tas SE are weighty and important Subjects; and 
1 do moſt willingly own, that it were more proper | for 


me to fir down at the Feet of others, and learn my 
Duty from them, than in this Manner to diſcourſe to 


Sacks an Audience. ' But ſince, my Reverend Fathers and 


Brethren, ye have laid this Work upon me, ye will 
ſuffer me to be your Remembrancer in theſe Things, 
which it ſo highly concerns all who are clothed with this 
fzered Character, to lay deeply to: Heart. And may our 
great Lord and Maſter enablè us to underſtand his own 
Words, and ſo to ponder them in our Hearts, that we 


may faithfully improve them to all their juſt and proper i 


Conſequences in the Conduct of our Lies. 


Tu E firft Thing we are here to conſider is the Cha- 4 
racer of good and Gakhifal Paſtors. They are the Salt 


of the Earth. This is a metaphorical Expreſſion, and 


it very fitly ſerves to repreſent to us the Diſpoſition and 


the Conduct of true and faithful Miniſters. For Salt, 
you know, is commonly made uſe: of to ſeaſon ſuch 


Things as are unſavoury, and to give them an agreeable 


Reliſh. It is likewiſe uſed to preſerve ſuch Things as are 
apt to corrupt and putrity, being an Antedote againſt 
Putrifaction. Now in both theſe Reſpects gond and 


faithful Paſtors are the Salt of the Earth. They are uſe» | 
ful Inſtruments in the Hand of God to ſeaſon an unſa- 
roury World, and to preſerve ĩt from all Impurity and F 


Corruption. 


1..'TxuzS 


C32 
1. Tau and ache Paſtors art * all ef the 


7 8 Earth, to ſeaſon an unſavoury World. They are ſcalon- 
J ed therſewes, 48 Salt which retains its Savour, and 


then, by the Bleſſing of God, they ſeaſon others. Their 
Minds are ſeaſoned with the true Knowledge of Divine 
Things, and their Hearts are ſeaſoned with the Grace 
and Spirit of Jeſus Chrift. Their Minds, I fay, ane 
ſeaſoned with the true Knowledge of Divine Thi 
For they have indeed learned Chrife, having heard hin, 


aud been taught by bim as the Truth is in Feſus ( 27. N 
Their Knowledge is not merely ſpeculative and notional, 


a Knowledge that ſwims in the Head, but ſinks aot to 
the Heart, and has no Influence to reform the Life. This 
Knowledge i is of dangerous Conſequence. It puffeth up, 
(e) and ſwells a Man with Pride and Self-conceit. It 
inſpires him with a haughty Contempt of others, and 
makes him {tiff and ſtubborn, ſo that being wedded te 
his own Opinion, he ſtops, his Ear to wiler Counſels. 


The Knowledge where with true and faithful Miniſters 


are ſeaſoned is of another Kind. It is a real, ſolid, fruĩt- 


i ful, practical Knowledge of Divine Things; - a Know- 


ledge that humbles and purifies the Heart, and effectual- 
ly retorms the Lite. They are taught of God, and en- 
dued with that Viſdom 9 above, which is Nut 


} pure, then peacealle, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, 


full of Mercy. aud good Fruits, without Partiality, and 


wit hout Hypocriſy (d). God who commandeth the Light 
120 Heine ou of Darkneſs, bath fhined'in their Hearts to 


them the Light the Knowledge of the Glory of 
God in the Face *f Jeſus Chriſt ©, Now in Conſe- 
quence of this, they have a deep Senſe of the Truths of 


* the Goſpel, they taſte; they feed upon them, they con- 
vert them into ry Ncuriſhment, they feel the Power 
and Efficacy of them; they are implanted in their Hearts, 
aud take deep Root there, ſo that they: yield their Fruit 
in \ cheir Lives. Thin: is the . where with true 


Paſtors 
2. 2 20d 243 nr „(les 3s . 0 


tiveth in them, and the Li ife which they live. in . 


8 


. 
- Paſtors- have their Minds ſeaſoned, in order to their be⸗ | 


ing fitted to teach and guide others. 
TEIA Hearts alſo are ſeaſoned with. the SON __ 


Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt. Being united to him by a true 


and living Faith, out of bis Fulnefs they all receive and 
Grace for Grace ( F). They abide in him, and he in 
them, and thereby they are enabled to bear much Fruit 
(g). Their Souls are his Jiving Temples where he dwells, 
and which he adorns with all the Graces: and Gitts, 
and Fruits of his Holy Spirit. They are crucified with 
Chriſt, nevertheleſs they live, yet not they, but Chri 


Fleſh, they live by the Faith of the Sun of God (b).. Their 
Hearts are diſengaged from all inferior Things, and 
raiſed to the Things that are aboue, where Chrift ſitteth 
on the Right-hand of God. They are crucified 7 the 
Mord, and the World: is crucified to them (i). 


are dead to all the Appetites of Fleſh and Blood, Nao, 


erucified the Fleſh with its Affections and Luſts ((L 
They have learned of their Bleſſed Maſter, to be meek 
and ah in Heart, to deny themſelves, to renourice ® 
their corrupt Self-love and Self-will, and to take up their 
co Their Hearts burn with the pureſt Love of God; 


love him for himſelf, and they love nothing elle, gn 1 


bet in him and for his Sake. They are enflamed with 


an ardent Charity to -one 44 and to all Men, ba 


which diſpoſcs them to wiſh well, and to do Good to | 
all as they have Opportunity: and Abilicy, but their 
Charity in a ſpecial Manner exerts itſelf in doing what 


they can to promote the Salvation of Souls, theſe precious ſt 
Souls which their Great Maſter valued at the Rate of, We 
his own Blood. In a Word, their Hearts are caſt into: I 
the Mould (I) of the Goſpel, and receive the Impreſſion- Bye 


of it as Wax from the Seal. They have Chriſt formed. 
in them, ſo that the ſame Mind is in them which war 


alſo in him. They are his living Images, and in =Y 
Li 


) Tohn 1. 16. ohn 18. 4. 5) Gal. . 30 0 
04.8. Joh (k) Gal. 5 629 ] KO, "4 60 95 Marg, EG 2 
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© _ Life and Conduct they ſhew forth his Virtues, and trace 


IVY 


No vy being thus ſeaſoned themſelves, as the San of 
3 the. Earth, they ſcaſon others, and that. both by the 
Purity of their Doctrine, and the Holineſs of their Life. 
They ſeaſon an unſavoury World by the Purity of their 
Doctrine, inſtilling into the Minds of theit People, the 
Divine Truths and Maxims of the Goſpel, not as they 
are corrupted and adulterated by the falſe and perverſe 
Gluſſes of Men, but in their native Purity and Simpli- 
„in | city. For they are not as many, which corrupt the Word 
the | of Ged + But as of Sincerity, but as of God, in the Sight 
t God, ſpeak they in Chriſt (m). What they received 
ol the Lord themſelves, what they have learned from his 
+ Goſpel; that declare they unto others. They ſpeak not 
the idle Dreams and Fancies of their own in, or 
hey the Dictates of their Pride and Paſſion, but the Word 
ing cf Truth delivered to them by their Great Maſter. As it 
(t becomes his faithful Ambaſſadors, they keep cloſs to 
ek their Commiſſion and Inſtructions, teaching Men #0 ob- 
nice ſerve all Things whatſoever he bath commanded them (u). 
dei They do not accommodate their Doctrine to the Luſts 
od; and Humour of Men, nor do they flatter and ſooth, 
elfe, and dau with untempered Morter, ſaying, Peace, Peace, 
ih when: there is no Peace, and /ewing Pillows to all Arm- 
- Woles (o); No, they faithfully deliver their Maſter's 
Me lage, and deal ſincerely with the Souls committed to 
heir Charge, as knowing they muſt give an Account. 
3 Trzy ſeaſon others alſo by the Holineſs of their Life. 
ious t is their conſtant Care to practiſe what they preach, - 
e of, Hat they may approve themſelves burning and ſhining 
into: Ils (p). They caſt out the Beam out of their own 
, that: they may ſee the better to caſt out the Mote out 
med their Brother's £ye(g). As true Shepherds they go be- 
re uhe Heep (r). They 1 only point out, but _ 
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3 ce; zr. 8. 1. G) Maethe 28. 20. (e) Ezek. 13. 15. 8 I 
W, 13 (7) John 3. 35+ (2) Matth. 7. 35. C) John 10 . 1 
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the Way to their People. They 4 heed to themſelves 
, as well as to their Doctrine, and continue in ſuch a 
Courſe with a ſteady perſeyerance, in all Things ſhowing 3 
themſelves" Patterns of good Works (t), that they may 


be an Example of the Believers in Word, in Converſation, 


in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity (u). And thus 4 


they ſeaſon an unſavoury World by their my Lives, as 
well as by their editying Doctrine. 


Bur, 2dly, As Salt is uſed not only to ſeaſon . s 
is inſipid, but alſo to preſerve ſuch Things as are apt to 


corrupt and putrify; ; fo. all faithful Miniſters do their 


- utmoſt Endeavour to preſerve their People pure, and to 
keep them from every Thing chat may corrupt either | 
their Minds or Manners. - | 14 4 4 
Tuxx are careful to give them neceſſary and 8 3 
able Antidotes againſt the Errors they may be in Danger 


_ of falling into, that they may be kept ſound in the Faitb. 


In a ſpecial Manner, they guard them againſt the 
roſſer and more dangerous Errors that ſap the Founda- 
tions of Religion, or that have a pernicious Influence on 
Practice, as contributing to flacken our Obligations to a 
holy Li, or to give talſe Views of Chriſtianity, and 
make the Way to Heaven broader and eaſier than 
our Saviour hath made it. They are no leſs careful to 
reſerve their People from all Corruption of Manners, 
eſpecially from the Sins that abound in the Times and . 
Plac: es wherein they live, not only the groſſer and more © 
ſcandalous Sins, which leave a Stain and Blot upon their 
Character in the World, but the more refined and ſpi- 4 


ritual Sins alſo, which, though they have not ſo bad a 
Name among Men, yet are as heinous in the Sight of 


God, if not more, ſuch as Pride, Malice, Hypocriſy, j 


Envy, Anger, and Revenge. "Theſe are infernal and 


diabolical V ices, that bear the Stamp and Impreſs of 40 
the Devil, and are moſt directly oppolits: to the Nature 


the Perfections of God, and to that Divine Charity, 
N 


KLY. L Tim. 4 Foe 09 Tits 2. 7. - © Tir. 1 * * 
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- W which i is the Life and Soul of all EA Religion. There- 
fore all good and faithful Paſtors are in a ſpecial Man- 
ner careful to preſerve their People from theſe Sins. They 
are as much afraid of their making an Apoſtacy and 


Defe&ion from the Spirit and Practice of Chriſtianity, 


as from the . Belicf and Profeſſion of it; and therefore 
they do their utmoſt to guard them againſt the one, as 
well as the other. 


TH1s-1s the great Scope and Aim both of heir Lives 


and Labours. Their ſtrict and ſevere Lives are a ſtand- 
ing Reproof and Check to the Wickedneſs and Defection 
of others. Their moſt painful Labours in the Work of 
the Miniſtry are beſtowed in promoting the ſame De- 
ſign. For this End, they zcalouſly declaim and thunder, 
not only againſt open and notorious Vice, but alſo againſt 
that ſoft and delicate, that ſenſual and Fleſn-pleaſing 
Courſe of Life, which is now ſo common among the 


Profeſſors of . Chriſtianity, and yet ſo contrary to the 


| known Maxims of the Goſpel, and the Example of our 


crucified « Redeemer. They ſharply | reprove the Sins of 
their People, both in publick and private. "They lay 


open the Baſeneſs and Hateſulneſs of a worldly and 


wicked Life, and are oſten repreſenting, i in the moſt live- 
ly Manner they can, what a miſerable End it will come 
to at laſt. They boldly denounce the Judginents of 
God againſt wilful and  impenitent Sinners, aſſuring 


them, upon the Word of our Saviour himſelf, That except 


they repent, they muſt certainly periſ (K). As to open 
and ſcandalous Offenders, theſe they ſubje&. to that 


wholſome Diſcipline, which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in 


his Church, and when, they prove obſtinate, and give 
no Evidences of Repentance, then, with great Regrete, 


and in the Spirit of Charity, they proceed to Ecclefiaſti- 


cal Cenſvres, that the offending Party, it pollible, may 

be awakened, and that others alſo may tear. - 
Tnus I have ſhown you in what Reſp ects good and 
faichful Paſtors are the Salt of the Faith. - EE _ 
| B 2 ee 
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ſee what Improvement we are to. make of this Mat- 
der,, 29 : 
An, 1. It may enable us to form a jut Notion of 

the Dignity and Excellency of the Paſtoral Office. Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel are employed in the nobleff Service 
that Men are dite of. They ſerve the hi heſtLord, I 
and that in the moſt honourable Capacity. der are 
Ambaſſadors for Chriſt to beſeech Men in God's Name, 
and to pray them in Chriſts Stead to be reconciled to 
God (y), and to return to their Obedience and Allegi- 
ance to him. They are ſent on the moſt important 1 
to promote the Reformation of Mankind, and the Sal- 
vation of immortal Souls, to ſpread the Savour of Chriſt's 
Name among Men, and to ſeaſon their Minds and 
Manners. with the pure and undefiled Religion he 
hath taught. All other Deſigns are mean and deſpi pi- 
cable in Compariſon of this, and do ſerve but low 
and Ends. To miniſter to the Souls of Nen 
is a Work that the glorious Angels reckon it their Ho- 
nour to be employed in. Are they not all miniftripg Spi- 
rits (faith the Apoſtle) ſent forth 10 miniſter for "row 
who ſhall be Heirs 7 3445 (z)? Yea this was the 
the Work and Buſineſs of the bleſſed Son of God him- 
ſelf when he appeared in our mortal Nature. He went a- 
bout from Place to Place, preaching the Goſpel of the 
Kingdom (a.) He is thegreat Shepherd of the Sheep (), | 
bo came to ſeek and to ſave that which was loft (c). 
Alas, that this honourable Office of the holy Mini- 
ſtry ſhould be fo much deſpiſed and ſet at nought, as it 8 
now by a great many, who look on it as a Buſineſs 
vi. for Men of an inferiour Genius, or of a 16w 6 
Rank The temporal Profits, it ſeems, are the only Mea- 
ſure by which they value this ſacred Function. And in- 
deed the Who have no purer Aims, no higher Views 
than theſe, are altogether unworthy of it. | 
. Fx 0M this Character of faithful Paſtors, bed 


) 2 Cor. 5. 20. (+) Heb. 12 1 Math, 23. (6 
| Heb, 1. 20. G&) Luke . 10. bo 2 F * 
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1j infer the Neceſſity o their Office. They are the 


4 Pome: 212 Earth. Now Salt is not more neceflary to 
ſeaſon w 


is unſavoury, and to preſerve what js apt 


to corrupt and putrify, than a faithh 
ſon and reform a naughty World, and to keep it from 
| rlaphog into a corrupt State. They who conſider t 


kind, cannot but be ſenſible" of the Need they have 
to be taught and inſtructed in the important Truths and 
Baie of Religion, and to have theſe great Things con- 


tinually ſet before them, and inculcated upon them. And 
it we reflect on the horrid Corruption of the humane Na- 
4 ture, in this our lapſed State, if we gonſider that Men are 
now 0 deeply funk into Fleſh and Senſe, ſo enſlaved to 
Self- love 83 | the Love of the World, fo immerſed into 
| ſecular Affairs and diſtracting Buſineſs, we cannot but 
ſee how neceſſary it is that — be often rouſed up and a- 

VwWoakened out of their ſpiritual Slumbers, and excited by 
| 1 the moſt powerful Motives to conſider the Things which | 


ong to their everlaſting Peace, to mind their precious 


Souls and the weighty Concerns of another World, to 
? ply their Duty with a faithful Diligence, and to perſe- 
vere therein with a firm and ſteady Reſolut ion to the End. 
No for theſe Purpoſes our Lord hath eſtabliſhed the 
* paſtoral Office in his Church, and appointed it to be con- 
tinued and perpetuated even to the End of the World (a). 
3. Tux Character of faithful Paſtors' in my Text, 
may likewiſe diſcover to us the great Uſefulneſs and Ad- 
vantage of the miniſterial Office. True and faithful 
Paſtors are eminent Bleſſings te the World; As the Salt. 
of the Earth, they ſeaſon the Minds and Hearts of Men 
* with folid Wiſdom and true Piety. They are Inſtru-- 
ments in God's Hand to promote the greateſt Good and 
the trueſt Intereſts of Mankind, to reſcue them from their 


Errors and Follies, and to lead them into the Way of 


Truth and Peace: are the Sauour of Life unto Life 
470 them that are — (b). By their painful Labours and 
1 exemplarß 


(4) Matth. 28. 19, 20. (8) 2 Cor. 23 16. 
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ul Miniſtry is to ſeq- 


Ignorance, the great Blindneſs and Stupidity of | 
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pant after God the only true Good, and the Things 


that are eternal; to deliver them from the Slavery 1 1 
baſe Luſts and unruly Paſſions, from the Dominion of 
Sin, and the Tyrrany of Satan, that they may be Par- 
takers of the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God. Their 
great Care and conſtant Buſineſs is to make Men wiſe 
and good, that is, to make them truly happy, both 


here and hereafter. This is the Deſign of the paſtoral 
Office; and all true Paſtors do faithtully purſue it. Hap- 
y they who are under the Conduct of ſuch ſpiritual 


Guides. Let us pray the great Lord of the Harveſt, that 
be may (end forth many ſuch Labourers into his Har- 4 


weſt (a). 


the right Diſcharge of the paſtoral Office is no eaſy 


Matter. The Work that Miniſters are called to as — 3 


Salt of the Earth, is in all the Parts of it moſt pain- 


fal and difficult. It will require the moſt unwearied 4 


Labour and Diligence ; the moſt undaunted Courage, 


the grcateſt Prudence, and the firmeſt Patience, Well 


may we cry out with the Apoſtle, Who is ſufficient for 
theſe Things (b)? The S of Souls is a Burden 


too heavy tor the Shoulders of an Angel; 1 what are 3 
we, poor Worms of the Earth, that we ſhould bear up © 


under it? Indeed we can never do ſo by any Strength 
and Sufficiency of our own; but our Comfort is this, 


that our Sufficiency is of God, ho can make us able Mi- 


niſters of the New Teftament (c). And to him ve are 
to look, on him we are to depend for his continual Aid. 


But if our Work is hard in itſelf, the Oppoſition and 
Diicouragement we muſt needs expect to meet with, ik 


we are laithful, will make it yet more difficult. It we. are 


indeed 


(a) Matth. 9. 25. (6) 2 Cor. 2. 16, @ 2 Lots. 3 3. 55 6. 00 


8 - amplary Lives, they contribute to bring back i 
ing Sinners to God, to take them off from the vain and 
fruitleſs Purſuit of the empty Husks of this World, the 7 
tranſitory Things of Time, that they may breathe and 


FROM what bath been ſaid of this 88 of | 
good and faithful Paſtors, we may plainly perceive, that 
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3 Landed thi Salt of the Earth, the Men of the WoHld 


will fret and ſpurn againſt us, tor Salt is {matting to 


a Sore. 


3. 18. (e) Matth. IKE e .to9 1 


While we check their Vices, and lay a Re- 
ſtraint upon their irregular Appetires, they will ſtorm 
and give us all the Uneaſineſs they can. In a Word, 
if we act our Part faithfully, 


of Devils combinꝰd againſt us. But, my Brethren, we 
ſerve a good Maſter, who ſends none a Warfare at their 
on Charges. They who have his Call and Commiſſion, 

and who have obtained Mercy of him to be faithful, ſhall 
not want his rx Supports. 
bis Right. hand. If we cleave to him, everlaſting 
Arms ſhall be a dab us (): His Grace ſhall be ſuf» 


fecient for us, _ his Strength ſpall be made Pema in 


aur Weakneſs. (c) 


Bur I proceed to a 5th Inferencs) from this Chara- 
Ger of good and faithful Paſtors. 


the Earth, then it concerns us ho are of the holy Mi- 
niſtry to endeavour with our utmoſt Care to anſwer this 
Character. Now we can never be the Salt of the Barth 


to ſeaſon others, if we are not firſt ſeaſoned our ſelves. 


Let us therefore endeavour to have our Minds ſeaſoned 


with true and ſaving Knowledge of Divine Ihings, where 
by we may have a lively Senſe of them, and be transform- 


ed into them; that we all with open Face beholding as 
in a Glaſs the Glory of the Lord, may be changed into the 
ſame; Image from Glory to Glory, as by - the Spirit of the 
Lord (d). How can we pretend to teach others, if we 
are not taught of God our ſelves? We muſt firſt learn in 


the School of Chriſt; e're we can communicate tlie true 
With what Confi- | 


dence can we undertake to be Guides to others, it we 
F the blind lead the 
Blind, both (hall fall into the Ditch ;. (e) but the blind 


Guide muſt fall undermaſt, and ſink the . into the 
Mlire 


Knowledge of him to other Men. 


our ſelves are ſpiritually blind ? 


Swe e 


. k. 16. @) 1 Thos: 33. 27e Tor 4 C6. 12. Go ( 2 Cor- 
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we ſhall have all the Wir 
and Malice of bad Men, and all the Power and Rage 


He holds the Stars in 


If they are the Salt of: 
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Mice. Ir concerns us then to have our o Eyes oper | 
ed, and our Minds enlightned with the Wiſdom which le 
No w, in order to this, it will be neceſſary for us to 
give a cloſe and diligent Application to the Study of the us 

ws Scriptures, which are the Treaſure and Storehouſe |} .: 
of Divine Knowledge, being given hy Inſpiration: x 
Sud, and therefore profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, * © 
for Currection, for Inflruftion im Righteouſneſs, that th 
Man of God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all 

good Works. (a) We ought frequently and deeply to 
meditate on the ſacred Truths contained in this Divine 
Book, and to give our ſelves auholly to them, that the Word | © 
of Chriſt may dwell in us richly in all Wiſdom (b.) All uur 
Studies muſt be directed to this as their great End and 
Scope, that we may be the better enabled to underſtand ** 
and improve the Holy Scriptures. Whatever Studies have 


no Reference to this, and are no Way ſerviceable to- 
wards it, are to be conſidered by us as mere Amuſements: 
and Diverſions from our proper Work and Bufineſs. We 
are carefully to uſe the beſt Helps for attaining to a juſt 
and deep Senſe of the important Truths contain d in theſo 
ſacred Records; but till we are to remember that the 
maſt effectual Way to penetrate into their true Meaning, 
and to have a ſavoury Reliſh of the Divine Truths they 
contain, is to read and ponder them with a profound Hu- 
mility and a child- like Simplicity, with great Purity ot 
Heart, and a deep Self-denial, having our Minds recol-_ 
le&ed, and our Aflections diſengaged from all worldly . 
Tnings,being firmly reſolved to do the Will of God wen 
we know it, imploring the Divine Aid by fervent Pray: 
er, and begging that the Father of Lights may be gra- . rπ-̃ẽx 
ciouſly pleaſed to enlighten our dark Minds, to open ar 
Underftandings that we may underſtand the Scriptures, and 
to open our Eyes that we may behold wondrous Things out 
of bis Law (c). This, this, my Brethren, is the true | 
Key to open theſe rich "Treaſures of Wiſdom and Know- 
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(a) 2 Tim. 3. 17. 18. (5) Col. 3. 16. (e) Pſal. 119. 
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from the wiſe and prudent, and-revealed unto Babes (I). 
Bur that we may indeed be theSalt of the Earth, let 
us alſo endeavour to have our Hearts ſeaſoned with Di- 


wine Grace, that we may be animated with the Lite an 


Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt,. and that the Virtues which did fo 


Prof, © eminently ſhine forth in the Chief Shepherd, may in ſome 
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good Meaſure and Degree appear in us alſo; that ſo the 
> Savour of his Name, which is as Ointment poured forth, 
(u) may be upon us. How can we recommend the Power 
ol Godlineſs to others, if we have Nothing but the Forth 
of it our ſelves? Will we. ever 7ravel in Birth to haus 


Chriſt formed (o) in the Souls of our People, if he is not 


formed in our own Souls? We muſt needs talk in a 


cold and lifeleſs Manner, about ſuch Things as we have 


no Experience of, and it cannot but damp our Confi- 


dence in preſſing the Life of Religion on others, when 
our own Conſciences are inwardly reproaching us with 
the Want of it. Sure then it concerns us, who by our 
Office are obliged to exhort other Men to Purity of 
Heart and Lite, to be pure and holy our ſelves. For un- 
to the Wicked God ſaith, What haſt thou to do to declare 
my Statutes, or that thou ſhouldeſt take my Covenant into 
thy Mouth (p) ? None are fit to be truſted with the 
Care and Conduct of Chriſt's Sheep, but ſuch as are en- 
flamed with his Love. Simon Son of Jonas loveſt thou 


me (q), ſays our Saviour three ſeyeral Times to the 
Apoſtle. Peter, and upon his giving a ſincere Teſtimony 


of this Love, he receives the weighty Charge, Feed my 


Lambs, Feed my. Sheep. Let us therefore. breathe and. 


pant after the Spirit of true Piety and Devotion, the 


Spirit of. Humility, Self-denial and Charity, the Spirit 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Let us beg of him by fervent 


and conſtant Prayer, that he may ſend his Spirit into 
our Hearts, whereby we may be throughly renewed in- 


to his Image and Likeneſs, that being made new Crea-- 


rures, 


(+) Matth. 11. 25. (n) Cant. 1. 3. (o) Gal. 4+ 19. | (p) 
Pſal. 50. 16. (2) John 21. 159 | "1" "oY 


tures, old Things may i awd and all Things i in us 3 


5 Eloquence. 


may become Hew. 


AND being thus ſeaſoned our ſelves, let us take Care | 
to ſeaſon others both by our Doctrine and Example. Let 
our Sermons be ſo managed, that it may appear we 


have no other View, but to gain Souls to Jeſus Chriſt, 


to convert poor wandering Sinners from the Error of Y 
their Way, and bring them back to the Shepherd and 


Biſhop of their Souls. Let us beware of ſeeking our 
ſelves, or making a vain Oſtentation of our Learning or 
He preach not our ſelves (ſays the Apoſtle) 
.but Feſus Chriſt the Lord (r). This is the Errand on 
which we are ſent, this is the End we are to propoſe to 
our ſelves, and our Sermons muſt be fo ordered, both as 
to.the Matter and Manner, as may moſt eflectually con- 
tribute to reach it. 

Ass to the Matter of our publick Diſcourſes, it muſt 
always be what is ſavoury and eu e 
chuſe ſuch Subjects as may be moſt eaſy to our ſelves, 
but ſuch as are moſt uſeful to our People. Nor are we 
to entertain them with ſuch Doctrines, as may perhaps 
pleaſe them beſt, but with what may profit them molt. 
We mult not adapt our Sermons to the falſe Taſte of many 


of our Hearers, but we are to feed them with the mo 


ſolid and wholeſome Food. We mult beware of filling 
their Heads with airy Notions, or with dry and uſeleſs 


Speculations, however curious and entertaining they 


may ſ{cem to be, for this were to feed them with empty 
pon Pk Nor are we to inſiſt upon hard and knotty 
Queſtions, that exerciſe and vex the moſt ſubtile Wits 
of the Learned; for this were to give them Stones in- 
ſicad of Bread. But above all, we muſt beware of giv- 
ing them ſuch Views of the Chriſtian Religion, as may 
in any. wiſe encourage them to entertain the 1 of 
Heaven and Eternal Happineſs hereafter, thou | 
are at no — Pains to lead a holy Life here; for his 

were 


7) 2 Cor. 4. 5. 


We muſt not 
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in us were to give them rank Poiſon, inſtead of ſafe and ſolid 
Nouriſhment. . 
te Care I we are the Salt of the Earth, we will take Care 
to ſeaſon their Minds with the ſubtantial Truths of 
the Goſpel, and we will infiſt moſt on ſuch as are of 
Chriſt. greateſt Importance, the main and fundamental Articles 
ror of of the Chriſtian Faith, and the weightier Matters of the 
d ang Lad, endeavouring to give our People the cleareſt No- 
tions, both of the Things they are to believe, and of theſe 
ing ar they are to practiſe, and ro ſhow them the neceſſary Con- 
nection of the one with the other, and the powerful In- 
d on © fluence that each Article of our Faith has to inforce the 
Practice of a holy Life. Theſe are the Matters we are 
th as do inſiſt upon in the Sermons we deliver to our People, 


com theſe weighty Matters, whereby they may be made wiſe 

uno Sabvation, through Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 
muſt | AND then as to the Manner of our Preaching, i 
07 muſt be with the greateſt Plainneſs, ſo as we may deſcend 


do the Capacities of the meaneſt of our Hearers, avoid- 
we ing all AﬀeGation of ſtrange Terms and great ſwelling 
aps * Words of Vanity (/), for Men can never profit by what 
ol: 3 they do not underſtand. Our Sermons alſo muſt be de- 
is livered with ſuch a ſerious Concern, that it may plainly 
1 appear, that they come from the Heart, and not from 
ing dhe Head only; for what comes not from the HHcart of 
5 the Speaker, can never reach the Hearts of the Hearers. 
And to give a due Force and Efficacy to our Diſcourſes, 
they muſt proceed from a Heart inflamed with Divine 
Love ; for theſe glowing Words that come from a Heart 
which burns with Love, will be moſt apt to kindle a 
like Flame in the Hearts of others. We muſt alſo 
preach with a fervent Zeal, as becomes the Weight and 
. Importance of the Matters we treat of, wherein the 
';} Glory of God, and the Salvation of precious Souls is ſo 
deeply concerned. And indeed the Charity we bear to 
the Souls of Men miſt, in a particular Manner, appear 
uin our Sermons, that they may be convinced that what 
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we offer to them flows from an earneſt Deſire to promote 1 


their everlaſting Welfare. We are to ply this Duty 
with an unwearied Diligence, being inſtant in Seaſop, 
and out of Seaſon (t). And there will be Need of great 
Prudence and e Wiſdom in the Management of 
it; that we may rightly divide the Word of Truth (), 
as wiſe and faithful Stewards, giving to every one his 
proper Portion. 

Burt we muſt not think we have ſufficiently dif- 
charged our Duty, when we preach to our People in 
publick ; no, we muſt alſo teach and exhort them pri- 
vately from Houſe to Houſe (x), keeping up a regular 
Courſe of viſiting the Families under our Charge, and 


that as often as we can. It muſt be our Care to en- 


quire into the State and Condition of every Soul com- 
mitted to our Truſt, that we may apply our ſelves to 


each of them according to their Necds, doing what in 


us lies, to inſtruct the Ignorant, to awaken the Stupid, 
to reclaim the Vitious, to ſtrengthen the Weak, to 
eſtabliſh the Upright, and advance them to higher Ne- 

rees of Goodneſs, to relieve the Poor, to comfort the 
Afflicted, to viſit the Sick, and to aſſiſt dying Perſons 
in finiſhing their Preparations tor the Life and Judgment 
to come. In a particular Manner we muſt be at great 
Pains in Catechiſing our People, eſpecially the Youth, and 
theſe of weaker Capacity. This is a Matter of vaſt Im- 

rtance ; and therefore we are to manage It with great 
Faichfulnef and Diligence, It is to be carried on in a 


ſettled Courſe throughout the Year, and muſt not be put 


off till a few Weeks before we are to give the Commu- 
nion, when it maſt needs be done i in 4 Hurry, and there- 
fore in too light and ſuperficial a Manner, to reach the 
great Ends of it. We are to ſet about this Part of our 
Work, with a tender Pity and Compaſſion to poor 
Souls, which ly in groſs Ignorance, endeavouring, in the 


moſt eaſy and engaging Methods we can, to acquaint 


them with the great Principles and Duties of Religion, 
ang 
(e) 2 Tim. 4. 2. (e) 2 Time 2. 15. ( Ads 20. 20. 


2 


nn N l . SE N 9 
—:!: a 
4 1 _ * *. 


el 


= | 21 | 
and to ſtir them up to mind their everlaſting Concerns. 
EWhen a Pariſh is not very numerous, and of a large Ex- 
tent, it will be no hard Matter to go through with a 
7 Courſe of Viſiting and Catechifing twice in the Year, 'and 
in very ſmall Congregations, it is to be done oftner. 


the Spirit of true Chriſtianity 
a a viſible Decay. | 
Bur it is not enough that we endeavour to acquit 
2 our ſelves of theſe Duties which properly belong to our 
Function as Miniſters, but even in our ordinary and 
common Converſation, we muſt drive on the ſame De- 
ſign, and do the beſt we can to convey a ſerious Senſe 
of God and Religion into the Minds of all we converſe 
with, and to miniſter a ſeaſonable Antidote againſt the 
poiſonous Maxims of the World, that are fo openly 
vented almoſt in all Companies. We muſt remember 
our Character when we are out of the Pulpit, as well as 
when we are in it. Our Converſation muſt be grave 
and ſerious, not light and frothy, or vain and trifling. 
Our Speech ought always to be with Grace, ſeaſoned with 
Salt (y). No corrupt Communication ſhould at any 
Time proceed out of our Mouth, but that which is good 
to the Uſe of Edifying, that it may miniſter Grace unto the 
Hearers (z). We are carefully to avoid all fooliſh Talk- 
ing aud Feſting which are not convenient (a), remem- 
bring, that of every idle Word we muſt give an Account 
in the Day of Fudgment (b). O let us beware of harden- 
ing the Hearts of worldly Men, or opening the Mouths 
of the Profane, by taking any Freedom in Converſation, 
which becomes not our Character. In a ſpecial Manner, 
let us take Care that we utter not the leaſt Word which 
may ſavour of the Love of this preſent World, or 5 
| 7 _ preſs 
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& ) Col. 4 6. (4) Eph.'4. 29. () Eph. 5+ 4+ (b) Marth. 
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| here below, that they may ſeek their true Reſt where 


will bear us out in it. Ir is what others expect from us, 


believe our ſelves, when we preſs the Neceſſity of a holy 


preſs a fond Eſteem of worldly Things, of Riches, Ho- 
nours or Pleaſures, ſince our great Buſineſs is to call 
Men off from the Purſuit of theſe Vanities and Shadows 


alone it is to be found, in God and Things eternal. 
Let us endeavour to be ſtill dropping ſomewhat in every H. 
Company, that may contribute to make them wiſer p; 
and better. In other Men, this perhaps might be look d 

on as a Piece of impertinent Affectation, but our Character 


and therefore we are the more inexcuſable, if we negle& it. 

Bor it will be to little Purpoſe for us to recommend 
Religion to others by our good Words, either in publick 
or private, it we do not enforce all by the exemplary 
Holineſs of our Lives. We cannot be the Salt of the 
Harth, it we are not careful to do, as well as to teach the 
Things that are good. We muſt make it appear that we 


Life, and that we are convinced by our own Reaſons, 
which we can never do if our Practice is not of a Piece 
with our Doctrine. The Obſervation is not more 
common than true, that Example is of much greater 
Force than Counſel or Command. If then we wiſh that 
our Sermons and Exhortations may have their due Effect, 
Let us take Care to ſecond and ſupport them by the 
good Example of our Lives. Let us not only tell our 
People what Manner of Perſons they ought to be, but let us 
ſhew it them in our own Lite and Conduct. Let us ſet them 
the Pattern, that we may be able to addreſs them in the 
Words of the bleſſed Apoſtle Paul, Be ye Followers of us, 
even as. we alſo are of. Chriſt (a). This would give a 
mighty Strength and Force to our Sermons. Every 


Word we ſpeak, every good Advice we offer, would then 


be of great Weight, and apt to command a due Regard 
from others, while they ſee we have a juſt Regard to it 
our. ſelyes in our own Practice. It is a fooliſh Thing to ima- 
gine that we can do good to others by our Sermons or 
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| hey that are 
Shoughtful and ſagacious will obſerve our Conduct and 
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Behaviour, and if that is much the ſame, or little bettet 
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than their own, they cannot be much moved by any 


I we fay to them. In vain do we preach againſt 


4 pride or Covetouſneſs if our common Converſation' and 


Practice ſhow us to be proud or covetous. In vain do we 
recommend any Duty to others, it we go on in the ha- 
pitual Neglect of it our ſelves. If we deſire that our Ser- 
ons may be effectual to anſwer their true Deſign, our Lives 


careful to avoid theſe Irregularities and Diſorders that are 
"offenſive and ſcandalous; but we mult ſpine as Lights in 
the World, being filled with the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, 
ꝛqc hich are by Feſus Chrift unto the Glory — Praiſe of 
God. Then may we hope for better Succeſs in our En- 
deavours to ſeaſon others with true Piety and ſolid Vir- 
tue. | TE 1 5 | 
Bur this is not all, for when we have done our utmoſt, 
both by our Doctrine and Example, to ſeaſon our Peo- 
ple, we muſt, as the Sah of the Earth, endeavour to pre- 
© ſerve them from Corruption. It will concern us then to 


1 watch over our Flocks that they be not infected with 


the hurtful Errors that abound in this looſe and giddy 


| ] Age; but eſpecially thoſe fatal Errors that ſtrike at the 
main and fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, or 


that directly oppoſe all revealed Religion, which are now 
ſo induſtrioufly propagated among us, and alas with great- 
er Sueceſs than we feem to be aware of. Theſe danger- 

ous Errors we are zcalouſly to oppoſe, endeavouring to 
have our People well founded in the Knowledge and Be- 
lief of the oppoſite Truths, which we muſt be often in- 


culeating and ſetting in the cleareſt Light we can. 

W are alſo with great Care to caution them againſt 

theſe pernicious Errors that have a Tendeney to corrupt 

their Lives and Mauners, to choak the good Seed, and 

to render it unſruitſul, to leflen the Senſe of their Obli- 
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gations to the Study of Halbes to ſooth them in their 
Sins, and give them falſe and preſumptuous Hopes of 
Heaven, to flatter corrupt Nature and indulge the Fleſi 
inſtead of crucitying it. Theſe Errors are of dangerous 
Conſequence, and the rather that they are apt to be gree- F! 
dily ſwallowed down by a great many who love the 
eaſieſt and ſmootheſt Accounts of their Duty, and would 


fain go to Heaven by the broad Way. Therefore we 


are to furniſh them with the propereſt Antidotes againſt 


this Poiſon, which is ſo deadly, and yet fo agreeable to 


their Taſte. And for this Purpoſe we muſt be at great | 
| Pains to give them juſt Notions of the Chriſtian Life, 


and to have theſe well fixed and deeply rooted in their 


Minds, teaching them to. take an Eſtimate . of true 


Chriſtianity, not from the current Maxims of a degene- 
rate Age, much leſs from the common Practice of thoſe 


who profeſs themſelves Chriſtians; but from the ' plain 


Precepts of our bleſſed Saviour which are our Rule, and 


from his Life, which is our Pattern. 
AN p the better to preſerve them from all Corrupt i- 


on of Manners, we are carefully to conſider what Sins 


abound moſt among them, and what Snares they are 


moſt expoſed to, that we may give them neceſſary Cau- 
tions and Antidotes againſt both. As to the Sins that 


are moſt frequent among our People, we are often to 
preach againſt them with a bold and fervent Zeal. We 
maſt endeavour to repreſent the Evil of them, and to 


lay them out in their true and proper Colours, that it 


may appear how hateful they are in their own Nature, 
and how pernicious in their Conſequences. We muſt 
often warn our People to beware of them, and give- them 
the moſt proper Advices and Directions, whereby they 
may be helped to 


ever Rank or Quality, and that not only in general 


Diſcourſes from the Pulpit, but in private and perſonal 
Applications to thoſe concerned, that we may do what. 
in us lies to awaken their ..Conſciences, and bring —_ 


— PST... 


guard againſt them. We are-bold» ' 
ly and faithfully to reprove ſuch as are guilty of what- 4 


F Fa > 
in their to Repentance, though this muſt be managed with ſuch 


Prudence and Difcretion, and ſuch à Spirit of  Charizy, 
as it may plainly appear that we have no other De- 
angerous ſign, but to promote their everlaſting Happineſs: We 
be gree- Þ muſt often inſiſt on the dreadful Threatnings God has 
love the denounced againſt all impenitent Sinners, that the Con- 
would Sciences of the Secure may be awakened out of. their ſpi- 
ore we ritual Slumbers. We muſt alſo give them the moſt 
againſt amiable Views of the rich Mercy and free Grace of God 
able to in Chriſt Jeſus, that they may be encouraged to return 
t great to him without Delax. ei 
1 Life, Ap when any are guilty of open and ſcandalous 
1 their Offences, we are to reprove them openly before all, ac- 
f true © cording to the Apoſtle's Rue, which is one of the main 
egene - Foundations of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline (a), inthe Exerciſe 
thoſe whereof we are to proceed, as with great Prudence and 
plain enderneſs, fo with no leſs Faithfulneſs and Impartiality 
, and remembring theſe moſt awful Words of the Apoſtle 
to Timothy, I charge thee before God (ſays he) aud the 
rupti- Lord Feſus Chrift, and the Elect Angels, that thou ab- 
Sins | ſerve theſe Things, without preferring one before another, 
are doing nothing by Partiality (H. Agteeably to which the 
Cau- Apoſtle James ſo ſeverely reproves the partial Regards 
that that are ſhown to the Man that wears a Cd-ring, and 
1 to is clothed, in.goodly Apparel (c). We muͤſt act in this 
We #3 Matter, as we will be anſwerable to our Great Maſter, 
d to with whom there is 20 Reſpelt of Perſons (dꝰ 
u iʒt AAN, As to the Snares that our People may be 
expoſed unto, we are to give them faithful Warning a- 
Sainſt the ſame, that they may ſhun and avoich titem, 
JF ere ift l rhe h our Neglect they ſtep into the Snare 
and periſh, heir Blood 07H be required at our Hands (e). 
d- Me are to conſider the Temptations to which any of 
them may beobnaxious, and are by all proper Means to 
|  fortily ape. eſtabliſh their Reſolution againſt the ſanie. 
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of the World, its perverſe Maxims, its corrupt Cuſtoms hei 
and bad Examples, which prove the Ruin of fo many -£ 
Souls. We muſt do our utmoſt to imprint on theit g eaſ. 
Minds a deep and lively Senſe of the Vanity of all earth- ꝓth 


11 


ly Things, and the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of this che 
mortal Life, that we may the more effectually ſecure S 
them againſt the pernicious Charms of the World. We 
are frequently to put them in Mind of Death, and ex- 
hort them to prepare for it, and for that ſtrict and im- 
rtial Judgment, which muſt follow upon it. We are 
44 to ſet endleſs Eternity before their 1 5 and to be ſtill 1 
+ $i urging them to live as Pilgrims and Strangers that are d 
T i! haſting to the inviſible and eternal World. Thus we 


re to approve our ſelves the Salt of the Earth, that we 
11 may anſwer the Character our Saviour gives of true and 
Ss it faithful Paſtors in my Text, which was the firſt Thing 
1919 to be conſidered. 3 5 
5 II. I am, in the next Place, to ſpeak a little of the 
1 oppoſite Character of unworthy and unfaithful Miniſters. 
1 i They are as Salt that hath Joſt his Savour ; and having © 
T i}! inſiſted fo largely on the former, I ſhall be the orter 
14 on this, which is but the Reverſe of it. 9 
11 | Unrairaurvur Miniſters (I ſay) are as Salt which 
177 has loſt its Sawvour, tho it may retain its Shape and 


Colour. They aſſume the Character of Paſtors, and 
claim the Reſpe& and the Profits belonging to it; they 
affect a certain Air of Gravity and Decency in ſome | 
the outward Forms of Religion, and they 4 
diſcharge ſome external Parts of their Duty, but they 
have nothing of the true Spirit of their Character, they 
are utter Strangers to the Power of Godlineſs, and they 

| | wofully omit, or ſhamefully miſcarry in the Manage- 

maent of the great and moſt neceſſary Parts of their Work. 

In a Word, they are like thoſe Idol- Shepherds againſt 

1 hom the Prophet denounces a dreadtul Wo (F). They 

have ſome outward Reſemblance, ſome Shew and Ap- 

pearance of true Shepherds, as an Image bears the Shapes 
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and Features of the Original, * they have nothing of 
Cuſtoms heir inward Life and Spirit, being mere Idols. 
ſo many A s Salt which has Jo its Savour, they are not 
n theirFeaſoned themſelves, and they are uncapable of ſeaſoning 
II carth-$thers. - Inſtead of that Divine Knowledge, wherewith 
of this their Minds ought to be ſeaſoned, that right and jult 
y ſecure Senſe of Things, that Wiſdom from above, which is ſo 
We neceſſary to thoſe that are to be Guides to others, they 
and ex- have their Heads ſtuffed with many falſe and erroneous 
ind im- Opinions, or at beſt with ſome dry and barren No- 
We are tions of Divine Things, and with theſe they reckon 
be ſtill themſelves ſufficiently qualified to undertake the Con- 


at are 1 duct of Souls. Inſtead of that inward Lite and Spirit 


hus we of Jeſus Chriſt, wherewith they ought to be animated in 
hat we order to their communicating the ſame Life and Spirit 


ue and to others, they are {till under the Power and Influence 
ing of corrupt Nature, they are enſlaved to their Luſts and 
Paſſions, they are acted and govern'd by the Spirit of 
the World, the ſelfiſh Spirit of Pride and Covetouſneſs. 
niſters. They are Strangers to the true Love of God, and they 
have no Charity to the Souls of Men, no real Concern 
tor them. 264] Wes e | 2 0 
Ap being unſavoury Salt themſelves, they are ut- 


which 4 terly unfit to ſeaſon others, for they can never give what 
and they have not. Their Doctrine is unſavoury, for they 
and | ſpeak of Things of which they have no Senſe and Expe- 
they rience, as blind Men do of Colours. Yea they pervert 
1e of Þ the Words of the Living God (g), repreſenting - the 
tally NMaxims of the Goſpel in tuch a Light, and bringing 
they them down to ſuch a Senſe, as may agree with the cor- 
they rupt Cuitoms and | Faſhions of a degenerate World. 


they But if their Doctrine be bad, their Example is yet worſe. 
ge- Ihe Character they bear, and the Office in which they 
ork. are placed, will ſometimes oblige them to ſay ſome good 
inſt Things, but then what they ſay with their Mouths is 
belied by their Life ; for they ſay and do not (b). They 
may, on ſome Occaſions, © bind . heavy Burdens and 
grievous to be born, and lay Them on other Men's Shou. 
; . * | ders, 
(g) Jer. 22. 26. (52 Matth. 23. 3. of «00 
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Sort of Men. 


that * were greedy Dogs, which could newer haue 
: e: — 0 bey all fooked 70 their o Way, every one 
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their Fingers (i). Qutwaxd Decency and a Regard: to their 
tempotal Intereſt may prompt them to put on the Form 
of Godlineſs, but they are at the greateſt Diſtance from 
the inward Power, and the real Practice of it. In a f 
Word; there is nothing to diſtinguiſh them from the 45 
Men of the World, but that they are more art fully di(- * 

guiſed, that is to ſay, the Strater Hyposritss, and {a 1 

indes the worſe Men. .Y 

No being ſo deeply ſunk into the Corruption of 4 
the World themſelves, it can never be expected that * 
they ſhonld be happy Inſtruments to preſerve others from 
it; they rather contribute to ſupport and to ſpread it. 
The Diſeaſe having catched themſelves, inſtead of ſe- 
curing others: by proper Antidotes, they communicate 
the Infection, and diffuſe ir. Inſtead of rooting up the 
moſt-dangerous Errors, and checking the Vices of their 
People, they rather fix and ſettle them, inſtilling wrong 
Notions of Religion into their Minds, and encouraging 
them in a worldly and ſenſual Lite, not daring to re- 
prove Sin cithfully, eſpecially in thoſe that are rich and 
great, or to give them neceſſary Warning, and being 
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manifeſtly Partial in the Diſcipline of the Church, while 


they exerciſe it only or chiefly on the poorer and meaner 


\'Txvs I have hinted at the Character of unworthy - 
and unfaithful Miniſters, who are as Salt which has 
oft its Savour.. It were much to be wiſhed that all this 
were only a mere Idea, or an abſtrafied Notion ; but, 
alas, it muſt be own'd, that it has been too adly veri- 


fed in Fact. In the declining Times of the Fewiſh 


Church, we find dreadful Things laid to the Charge of 
their Prieſts. The Prophet Tfaiah i weighs againſt them 
as dumb Dogs that could not bark, ſſeeping, lying down, 
and loving to ſlumber (x). Yet at the ſame Time he obſerves, 


@ Matth. 23, qo Q Ha. 66. 105 IIs 


e 
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— TT 
th one of thr bis Cain from bis Quarter They were unfaith« 
to their Wl" Shepherds that flesced the Flock, but did not feed ity 
he Form dea they had deftroyed and ſcattered the Sheep. of” Codes 
ace from Paſture, they had ſcattered the | Flock, and driven. 
. In a bem away, and had not viſited them; therefore” there 


is a Wo denounced againſt them by the Prophet ers- 
© wah, Chap. xxiii 1. Both Prophet and Prieſt wers 
profane, yea the Lord complains that he had found tbhein 
 Fickedne(s, even in his own Houſe, Ver. 1 f. Upon whicly 

- of there follows a dreadful Threatning, Ver. 12. That thein 
that Way ſhould be unto them as ſlippery Mays in the Durk- 
om Teſs, that they ſhould be driven on and fall therein, fon 

it. F will bring Evil upon them, even the Tear of their Vi- 
 * ſtation, ſauh the Lord. In the Prophecy of Ezekiel, 
ite | we have grievous Complaints of this Kind. Her Pries 
he _ have violated my Law (fays God) and have profanedt 
ir | mine holy Things, they have put no Difference betweew-- 
g | the Holy and Re, neither haue they fſhewed Difference 
between the Unclean and the Clean, and have hid their 
yes from my Sabbaths (O, and then he adds, to ſhew the 
_ 2 dreadful Aggravation of their Guilt, and the mourntal- 
| . Conſequence of it, I am profaned among them. But the 
vhile Corruption of the Prieſts and Shepherds of Iſrael is more 
aner fully and particularly fer forth in the 3 4th Chap. of that” 
ſame Prophecy, from Ver. 2. where you have a heavy- 
Charge laid againſt them, and introduced with a diſmal 
#3 Wo, Wo be to the Shepherds of Iſrael, that do feed tbem- 
ſſelves; ſhould not the Shepherds feed the Flock © Te ear 
3 the Fat, and ye clothe you with the Wool, ye kill them 
-. =* that are fed, but ye feed not the Flock. The Diſeaſed 
iſh © have ye not ftrengthned, neither have ye healed that which- 
of _ was ſick, neither have ye bound up that which was 
m roten, neither have ye brought again that which was 


4 


x driven away, neither have ye ſought that which was loft, 

bu with Force and with Cruelty have ye ruled them. 

his makes Way for a terrible Threatning, Ver. 10. Thus 

2 ſaith the Lord God, Behold I am againſt the Shepherds 

and Iwill require my Flock at their Hand, aud 73 5 
W | 1 0 | 


O Ezcks 22. . 
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open the Corruption of the Prieſts in his Lime. For 


them. The Prieſts Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and they 


Character of the corrupt Teachers and Paſtors of the 


_ which appear beautiful outward, but within are full of | 


Fact (q). They had a great Appearance of Devotion in 


n 
them to ceaſe from feeding the Flock, neither ſhall the 
Shepherds feed themſelves any more: For I will deliver | 
ty Flock from their Mouth, that they may not be Meat 
for them. And Malachy, the laſt of the Prophets, lays 


the Lord by him draws up a fad Inditement againſt 1 


Joould ſeek the Law at bis Mouth, for be is the Meſſenger ©: 
of the Lord of Hoſts. But ye are departed out of the 3 
Way, ye have cauſed many to ſtumble at the Law, e 
bave corrupted the Covenant of Levi, ſaith the Lord of 
r MOOR» 
Ou Bleſkd Saviour has given us at great Length the 


Fewiſh Church in their laſt and fatal Period, a little be- 
tore their final Overthrow by the Romans. They fat 
in Moſes's Seat and taught the People; but tho” in ſome 
Things they /aid well, yet their Practice was abomi- 
nable (n). Their Religion lay only in outward Shew 


and empty Form. They were as whited Sepulchres, 


dead Men's Bones, and of all Uncleanneſs ; for while 
they outwardly appeared righteous unto Men, within they 
were full of Hypocriſy and Iniquity (n). They had a 
mighty Zeal, and were very ſtrict in ſome leſſer Things, 
in tithing even the ' ſmalleſt Herbs, but they neglefted * > 
the werghtier Matters of the Law, Judgment, Mercy, 
and Faith, and the Love of God (o). They were ſcru- 
pulouſly nice in obſerving their Traditions (p), but by 
theſe they made the Commandments of God of none Ef- 


8 rrequent Faſtings and long Prayers, and pompous 
arities, but in all theſe they ſought: the Praiſe of Men "A 
they fondly courted the Applauſes of the People, de- 
ſiring to be called of Men, Rabbi Rabbi (r), while, in 
A | | 7x 1 the 


(1) Mal. 2. 7, 8. (m) Matth. 23. 2, 3, 4. | (n) Ver. 27, 28. 
(0) Ver. 22. compared with Luke 11. 42. (0 Matth. 15. 3, 
2) Matth. 6. 2, 5, 16. (7) Matth. 23. 5, 7. 5 
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the mean Time, under this fair I they could de- 
gur Widows Houſes (/). They were induſtrious to 
t A the laſt Degree in making Proſelytes to their Way, but 
e. For @ inſtead of making them beter Men, they made them a 
againſt great Deal worſe than they had been formerly. In a 
hey Word, they /hut up the Kingdom of Heaven againſt 
enger Alen, for they neither went in themſelves, neither ſuffered 


t of the "they them that were entring to go in (?. 
aw, ye Ius it was in the ewiſh Church, and in the Chri- 


ſtian; alas, it is too evident that there has been a la- 
mentable Defe&ion of the ſame Kind, if not worſe. In 


th the. the primitive and purer Ages, the Paſtors of the Church 
of the were eminent Examples of Chriſtian Piety. Their Breaſts 
tle be- vere then warm with the Love of God, and they had a 
ey ſar © fervent Charity to the Souls of Men. The Spirit of their 
ſome Great Maſter breathed in them, and they were careful 
bomi- to trace his Steps. They fairhfully preached his Goſpel, 
Shew and made it their Buſineſs to practiſe what they preach- 
chres, © ed, in a conſtant Purity, and Humility, and Self-denial, 
1 of ma ſteady Contempt of the Vanit ies and Pleaſures of 


while 9 this World, and a Readineſs to ſuffer for their Maſter's 
they 4 Sake, and to ſeal the Truth of his Doctrine with their 

Blood. They were indeed the St of the Earth. But 
in ſucceeding Times, when a Crowd of worldly Men 


1 brcke in upon the Church, and when Wealth and Ho- 


nour was heaped upon Church- men, then the Salt ſoon 


——_ 
png 7 loſt its Sawoyr, the Spirit of pure and primitive Chriſti- 
t by anity was quickly baniſhed, and the Spirit ot the World, 
Ef. | came in its Stead. I bu” - 
n in TEN the Paſtors of the Church were ſeized with a 


© ? Spirit of Covetouſneſs, and began to gape after the richeſt, 
> and fatteſt Benefices. Their Hearts were ſwelled with 


de- „ eee . RC | 
in , and to lord it over their Brethren. Then | they. 
the began to uſurp a Tyrannical Power, and that ot the 


gas having Dominion over their Faith. Religion was then 
( Matth. 23. 14, 15. (i) Ver. 13. | | 
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eduntenanced and encouraged by the civil Powers, they ' 
Factions being formed, the primitive Diſcipline was re- 1 
ſoon appear in the Church, to the great 1 and Re- 


(- 2 
4tutri'd into a Strife of Words, 28 Set of O pinions aud 4 
ſome outward Forms, about which they | mi contend- 
ed with ſuch mutual Hatred and Spite, as utterly *<x- i 
tinguiſhed the Spirit of Charity, and ſo while they 
o ſtrove Abont the Shadow, they loſt the Subſtance. Then 


inſtead of the primitive Spirit of Meekneſs and mutual Yr 


Forbearance, they were leavened and ſoured with a 
peeviſh and a perſecuting Spirit, by Which, as they were 


did cruelly bite and devour one another. Upon this, 


laxed, and all the Miſchieis of a Party-Spirit did very 


_ of Chriſtianity. Bad Men were hugged and en- 
0 d, it they were but firm and true to their Part); 
irheir Crimes were overlook” d, and the-faireſt Colours were 
pꝓut upon their fouleſt Actions. Holy Things were giyen 
to Dogs, and Pearls were caſt before Swine, while, in 
the mean Time, the ſmalleſt Faults of thoſe that were 
of a different Side were narrowly enquir'd into, and ſet 
in the moſt unfavourable Light, on Purpoſe to expoſe 
them. So that the Character of a good or bad Man 
came to be given, not according to the. good or bad 
Conduct of one's Life, but as he appear d to be for, or 
againſt a Party. 

Ware N Things were 6 far out of Courſe, no Won- 
der, it the Paſtors became ſlothful and negligent in the 
great Duties of their ſacred Office. Inſtead of feeding 
the Flock, they fed and pamper d themſelves, indulging 
their Eaſe, and living in Luxury. And the better to 
ſupport this, they ſoon learn'd by baſe Submiſſions... and 
fulſome Flatteries, to inſinuate themſelves in the Favour 
of rich and great Men, ſoothing them in their Sins, and 
fawning upon them, while they treated the Poor with 
the greateſt Rigour and Contempt. Thus the Corrupti- 
on went on, till at laſt in the Eaſtern; Church it * 1 
Way for Mabumetaniſm, and in the Weſtern it intr 
and eltabliſhed the Anedripian 2 * which ac 


length 
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ns, and Soher-abſe to-fuch a Height, that their Clergy felLundgt 
contend- the utmoſt Contempt. This gave a great ccaſion.yo 
Hy e che Reformation, and contributed much to the ſpeedy 


- 


lle they 3 Progreſs of it. But, alas, who does not ſee, that even 


Ihen in the reſormed Churches there is a woful Deſection frem 


mutual the Spirit and Practice of true Chriſtianity, and that a 


with a x eformation of our Lives and Manuers is ſtill wanting, 
ere "Swhilſt+a fatal Corruption ſpreads among all Ranks of 
„they Men, and a Spirit of Infidelity is ſaſt breaking in upgn 
on Fus, Jus, and threatning the moſt -diſmal Conſequences. How 
bar. we that are of the holy Miniſtry may be involved in 
the prevailing Corruption, how far any of. us may he as 
che Salt which has loſt its Savour, it nearly concerns us 
1 to: enquire with our rirmoſt Care. Every one of us in 
this Caſe: is to deal impartially with himſelf, and to ex- 
amine his Conſcience as in the Sight of God, befor 
Z whoſe awful Tribunal we muſt all very ſoon appear. 'This* 
is a Natter of the laſt Importance; for unworthy and 
unfaithful Miniſters, asthey are the Reproach of their 
Character and the worſt ot Men, ſo they muſt expect the 
11 3 - heavieſt Condemnation. — Me 5 
aan THis leads me to the third and Jaft Thing in the 
r bad ext, which is the dreadful Doom here pronounced upon 


or, or all ſuch unfaithful Paſtors. _If the Salt have. ig its K. 


e uur, wherewith ſhall it be ſalted? It is thenceforth good 
on- for nothing, but tobe caft out, and to be trodden. wider 
Foot of Men. Now this will imply the following Fart- 
culars. 1. That ſuch Mininſters are ot all Men the moſt 
2 -unprofitable, the moſt uncurable and hurtful. : 2. That 
L | they are doomed to the utmoſt Contempt, eyen 1 this 
World. 3. That they ought to be caſt out of their Of- 
avour fice by the Cenſures of the Church. And, 4. That they 
and ſſall be caſt and condemn d in the great Day of Judgment. 
I. UNTAITARTUI Faſtors are of all Nen the moſt 
2 unprofitable, the moſt incurable and hurtful. They are 
the moſt unprofitable. . For the Salt which. hath f zt's 
2 -Savour," is'thenceforth good for nothin 
® he Land, non get for.the. re 
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(a). Whey Mmi- 
IS 88 Va Ker 


ers 1 not the $ irit of E Chatater, whea theit 
Temper and Courſe f Life is a Contradig ion and Re-. 
Troach to it, they can never anſwer the noble Ens and 
1 5 5 of it. They are unprofitable Burdens of the 
Earth. There are none fo uſeleſs, ſo worthleſs as they, 
none that live to ſo little Purpoſe. They are good for 
nothing. This is bad enough, but what follows is worſe. 
They are of all Men the moſt, incurable, For if the Salt 8 
baus "loft bis Sawour, wherewith ſhall it be ſalted? 7 
Other Things that are unſavoury may be ſeaſoned with # 
Salt, but if Ut the Salt itſelf mould become inſipid, there 
"is no Remedy for it. Thus, corrupt Miniſters are of 
all Men the moll irrecoverable. And ho Wonder, ſince 
they have ſinned againſt the ſtrongeſt Obligations; and 
32203 through the moſt folemn Vows, and ſhut their 
Eyes againſt the cleareſt Light, and hardened their 
| e A gainſt the moſt pow werful Means of Conviction. 
In « Word ſince they have gone on in a wilful Courſe 
of profaning. the moſt ſacred hinge they muſt needs 
hae ſeared their Conſciences to ſuch 4 Degree, and con- 
tracted ſuch a Numneſs and Deadneſs, that it muſt be 
"the hardeſt Thing in the World to awkiten them. And 
fad Experience has abundantly verified this. But there 
z ſomething worſe {fill behind. They are of all Men 
the moſt hurtful. 'Unfavoury Salt is not only good: for 
| "nothing, but it *muſ} be e 1 out, and troden r For 
4s 4 Thing that is hurtful,” It 3s not for the Dung bull, 1 
wor. for the Land, being rather” apt to make it Barren 
than ffuitful. Thus, unworthy and unſaithful Miniſters 
are extremely hurtful. There are none that do ſuch Mif- 
Chief as they. By them the Name of God is diſhonout- 
ed, holy Things are proſaned, Religion is expoſed to 
Scorn and Deriſion, the Mouths of impious Men ar 
opened, the Hearts of Sinners are Harderied,; and Preci- 
ous Souls are ruined for eyer. Ag 
II. Uvrarrhrur Miniſters are bete doom'd to'the 
utmaſt Contempt, eyen in this World. For. as * 

which has loſt its Sa vouỹ, they are good for nothing. 
70 be caft out, and to be rroden ae ke 4 Un. Ar 
God 
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you: 


done, to 
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alt and con 


' others, 10 the bifiichfile Th bc for a higher D of A ü 
Puniſhment. They, in a ſpecial Manner, hall le — ® 
with everlaſting Peſfutfian from the Preſence of the 8 
Lord, and from the Glory of bis Power (e). There ſhall 
be Wee eeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth, when” they ſhall” ſee: » 
Abraham, and Iſaut and Jacob, and all the 23 in * 
the Kingdom of Got, while they themſelves are thrift | 
out (F). It will be to no Purpoſe then to plead, Lord, 
Lord, have we not taught and preached in thy Name s 'F 
Ne, he will profeſs unto them, I never knew you, de- 1 
| part rom me ye that work Iniquity (O. 9 
pod the whole then, my Reverend and Pear ee *# 
thren, as we tender the Glory of God, the Good of 
Souls, the Credit of Religion, the true Intereſt of the 
Church, and our own Peace and Comfort in this Liſe, 
rogether with our everlaſting Happineſs in the next; as 
we wiſh to avoid the Guilt of Blood, the Blood of Souls, 
and the dreadful Doom in my Text, let us approve our 
ſelves faithful in our ſacred Office; let us ſtudy to anfwer 
the Character we bear, that we may be indeed the Salt © 
of the Earth ; and let us by all Means take Care that 'Y 
we do not boſe our Savour. 
Fon this Purpoſe, let us ſeriouſly er the vaſt 
rtance of our Work, and the weighty Conſequences 
that muſt follow, either upon a right or wrong Per- 
formance of it. Let us remember that we are ever under 
the Eye of our Great Lord and Maſter, who, in a _— 
culiar Manner, obſerves our Conduct. Let, us 
think on that glorious Crown, that is pr ard 6 8 wil 
and faithful Paſtors, who ſhall ſhine as 2 Br bineſs of 
the Firmament, yea as the Stars for ever . ever ( 
And, on the other Hand, let us never forget the dread- 
ful Puniſhments, the diſmal Agonies and Horrours that 1 
muſt be the Portion of unfaithful Miniſters for ever. Let 
us with the deepeſt Seriouſneſs, and the cloſeſt A pplica- 
tion of Mind, conſider the Rules of our Conduct, as 
. are laid down i in the Foy DOG, grove 
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Negree- of J e the Hpiſties to mot hy and Titus 5 and let us be often 
Purified mining our ſelyes thereupon; Let us have our Eyes 
e of the 3 ed on the noble Example 8. of the Holy Prophets « and 
ere hall Apoſtles, and the faithful and fervent Baſtots of the, Pri- 
Dail fre ſmitiwe Church, that by their pious Zeal and Diligence, 
phets- in their ſteady Faith and Patience, we may ſhame our ſglyes 
tbr aut of our Sloth and Indolencæ, our, Soſtneſs and! Deli- 
ſcacy. But above all, Let us eyer lock to Jeſus our Bleſ- 
"Ned: Maſter, the Chief Shepherd, ba went about dawg 
Good (i), with ſuch unwearied Diligence, who though 
nns Labours too hard, no Sufferings too ſharp, that were 
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2 ; neceſſary for the Good of his Sheep, 5 yea, who chearfully 
ood of laid down his Life, and ſhed his precious Blood for them. 


5 


of the L x us carefully avoid every Thing that may prove 
is Life © a Hindrance or a Snare to us. Let us ſhun all unnegeſ- 


x; 


xt ; as ſary and familiar Converſe with worldly and wicked 
f Souls, 7 Men, leſt we catch their Diſcaſe, and inſenſibly take'a 
ur Iincture of their Diſpoſitious and Manners. Let us ber 
1 ware ol plunging our ſelves into ſecular Buſineſs and A- 
+ © fairs, which divert us from our Proper Work, and:fink 
our Thoughts and Afſections to che Earth: Yea, let us 
guard againſt all improper and Impertment Studies, 
which are an unprofirable Waſte of Time, and Which 
es inſtead of furniſhing our Minds with good and uſefnl 
Thoughts, do ſow ſuch Tarcs as are apt to choak che 
good Seed. Let us ſtudy the great Leſſon of Humility 
and Self-denial, remembring, that God reſiſts the Proud 
but gives his Grace to the Humble. Let us faithſully 
d conſtantly apply to the ſerious Exerciſe of Moxtiff- 


Y cation; and for this End, let us oſten think on theſt 
WWWords of the great Apoſtle Paul, which may well give 
us a loud Alarm, I keep under my Body (ſays he) an- 
bring it into Subjection, left that by auy Means, when . 


w 


bud preached to others, I my ſelf ſpould be a Caft-away (H. 


LI r us learn to walk with God, and to entertain our 
* ſelves with him; yea, let us make him our Dwelling- 
place, our Habitation, our Refi, that when we go out to 
aur Work, we may diſcharge it to better Purpoſe; and 
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ol Heart, and then he will never leaue us, nor 


| 5. () Iſa, 41. 10. 


( 38 3 | 
a Work ** is done, bs us make Haſte to 
ereturn to him again, flying as Doves to their Un. I 
deu (). Let us give our ſelves to Prayer, and to the 
- Contemplation- of Divine Things. This ought to be 
or dai) Work, but it will be proper that we ſer apart 
ſome ſtated Times for the more ſolemn Performance 3 0 
of this Duty, when having retired from all Buſineſs and 
Oompany, and laid aſide all other Thoughts and Cares, 
and Stud les, we are toenter into our ſelves, and ro mae ; ; 
4 narrow Enquiry into the State of our own Souls, and a 
our Conduct, both as Chriſtians and Miniſters ; we are 3 
to conſider what Manner of Perſons we ought to be, and | j 
by what Methods we may moſt effectually — 4 
the great Deſigns of our ſacred Office ; 1 are to make 
humble and ſorrowful Acknowledgments of our Sins ane 
Defects, imploring the Mercy of God through -4 MN 
'Chrift ; we are alſo — our ſelves to him 4 
and to renew our Vows. At ſuch Times we are like- by 
wiſe-to conſider the State of the Souls committed to our 
Charge, ; that we may by ferverit Ferber. 9 


. — both to our ſelves and chem, bexgin to be = | | 
der firted ſor our Work, to be more powertully: affifted 7 
in it, and to be favoured with more deſirable Succeſs. 7 
And-theſe ſtared Times of Retirement and Devotion, 
muſt not be too long intermitted. Were one Day in 
each Month thus beſtowed, it 2 be of great a | 
vantage both to us and our People. In à Word, if we 
would not loſe our Savour, let us intruſt our ſelves to 
dim whois able to make all Grace abound towards us (m). 
20 keep us. from Falling, and to preſent us faultleſs he 


* the Preſence of his Glory, with exceeding Joy (n. 
er us depend on him, and cleave to him wich Purpoſe | 
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us (6). He will-be with us, he will ſtrengtben us, he 
will help us, yea be will uphold US AE the” RET Gans 


of bis Ane (9). oo 
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Yrmance of both than we. 


to be 1 the firft Place, Dear Chriſtians, we earneſtly 
t apart your Pity and your Prayers. None have more Need 
| | The Difficulty of our Work, EG 


oh MP 3 
Lr me now addreſs my {elf in a few. Words to che 


I have done. . 


* 171 


eſs and nifold Oppoſitions and Diſcouragements we meet w 


% 


2 


Cares, in it, and t 


o make HYoudly call for your Sympathy, and on the fame Re- 


he ſtrict Account we muſt give of it, do 


ere 


Counts we want, we crave the 
It the bleſſed Apoſtle Paul, ſo cart and f 
begs the Prayers of thoſe to whom he writes, how m 


of your Prayers. 


— Hh and — 


o mpliſi more oug 


ht we to ask the Prayers of all ſerious Chriſt ĩans 
Behalf. Brethren pray for us (q). Me heſeech you 


ns and for the Lord Feſus Chriſt's Sake, and for the Love of the 
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a {1 80 
0 Je us 
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afreſh, 
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to our your Miniſters, the more ye may expect to profit byftheir 


re zhat ze Abs derte, with us in your Proyers $0 


God for us (r). And the Fruit of your -Prayers will rer 


turn into your own Boſoms ; for - the 


4 Be,” : 


of his 2. BZWARI, I beſeech you, of doing any 


* 


more ye pray qr 


„ 


xe bet - 8 your Part that may weaken the Hauds, or grieve 


liſted Spirits of your faithful Paſtors, Alas they have Load 


Thing on 


acceſs. and Burden enough already, tho ye add nothing to it. 
otion, And ye may be well aſſured, that the Griet.and Sorrow 
in ye occaſion do them, will not turn to your Comfort in 
the Iſſue. Endeavour therefore ſo te. acquit your ſelves. 
of your Duty towards them, that they may have Mate 
* ter of Joy and Rejoicing In you. For this Purpoſe I e 
Recommend: to your ſerious Thoughts that preſſing Ex- 
Hhuortation of the Apoſtle Paul, which you have, 1 5 of 
9 to know them which la- 
in the. Lord, and ad: 
in Laus for 
To this I add another Exhortation of the ame Apoltk, 
Heli xiii. 17. Obey: them that ha ue the Rule over g 
and ſubmit your ſelves, for they watch 
3 | 5 2 8: YL : \ & © 
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up your Children in the Nurture and Admonition of 


hour good 


before our Great Judge, we may receive that welcome 
Approbation, Mell done good and faithful Servants, 
eiter ye into the Foy of you Lord (x). To his Name 


me ve 1 that 3 40 ir toit 


>, and not 2 Grief, for that js * for yd 
Ft; G beg that ye may do what in you lies to tol 


the Sa es of Lr Laber. Hireał up your Fu 


"tolb-grount' (HY that hen we preach to-you, we may riot 


o the good Need among Thorns. Bring n wy | 
ken, prepared Hearts to receive the Word of God, 
"then it will yield its Fruit in your Lives. Look nat 
Towiy to your ſelves, confider your Ways, and ponder thel 
"Pith of your Feet. Improve your Day of Grace whil 
it ts ; {neg while it is Day, for che en 
"herein no Man can work. 
TAkx a due Care of your Fanilies, and mind. the 
*Dutics of Family worſbhip, and Family-inftrutton.' Let. 
every one of your Houſes be a Bethel, a Houſe of God, 
not a Betbhaven, a Houſe of Vanity or Iniquity. Train 


the Lord. Teach and admoniſſi, and exhort your Ser- 
vants and Prentices; and give a good Example to all 
ye converſe with. Remember what ye heard in the Be- 
ginning of this Diſcourſe, that every Chriſtian is in his 
tat ion and Capacity to be as the Salt of the Earth, to 
ſeaſon others by wholſome Counſel and good Example 
Exhort one another daily while it is called to Day; left 
any of you be hardened through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin (3). 
Let your Lins fo ſine before Men, that they may ſe 
orks, and glorify your are Which is in 


Heaven ( (u). 
Thus et all of us endeavour to approve our ſelves, 
faithful in our ſeveral Capacities, that when we appear 


be the Glory and the Praiſe for ever. Amen. 
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